
Maya Construction 
Temples, Palaces, Monuments, and Cities 

The Maya built impressive cities like Tikal, Palenque, and Chichen Itza, featuring 

towering temples, palaces, ball courts, and stelae (carved monuments). Their 

architecture displayed advanced engineering and aesthetic sophistication, often 

aligned with astronomical events. 

Maya Construction: Temples, Palaces, Monuments, and Cities 

Maya cities were dominated by pyramids, palaces, plazas, and ball courts. 
Their architecture was carefully planned and often aligned with celestial events. 
Key features included: 

 Temples – large stepped pyramids, such as El Castillo in Chichen Itza, 
used for religious ceremonies. 

 Palaces – homes for kings and nobility, decorated with intricate carvings. 
 Stelae (stone monuments) – tall pillars inscribed with hieroglyphs that 

recorded important events. 
 Ball courts – large rectangular areas for the sacred Pok-ta-Pok game. 

The Maya built their cities using limestone, cutting and shaping stones with 
simple tools. Many structures have lasted for over a thousand years. 

 

Maya Temples 

Maya temples were giant stone pyramids where people prayed to the gods. 
Some of the most famous ones are: 

Chichén Itzá (Mexico) 

 A pyramid dedicated to Kukulkan, the Feathered Serpent. 
 During the spring and fall equinox, the shadow on the steps looks like a 

snake slithering down! 

Tikal (Guatemala) 

 A city full of tall pyramids and temples. 
 People worshiped the rain god Chaac and the sun god Kinich Ahau. 

Copán (Honduras) 

 Famous for its huge stone carvings of kings and gods. 



Palenque (Mexico) 

 A temple city filled with stories about the Maya king Pakal the Great. 

Maya priests performed ceremonies, sacrifices, and dances in these temples 
to please the gods. 

Maya Temples, Palaces, Monuments, and Cities 

The Maya civilization built amazing temples, palaces, and cities that still 
stand today. Their buildings were decorated with stone carvings, colorful 
paintings, and giant pyramids used for religion, government, and daily life. 
Let’s explore them! 

Maya Temples & Pyramids 

Maya temples were huge pyramids built for worship, sacrifices, and 
ceremonies. Priests climbed to the top to talk to the gods and perform rituals. 

🔺 Chichén Itzá – The Temple of Kukulkan (Mexico) 

 Also called El Castillo, this pyramid honors Kukulkan, the Feathered 
Serpent God. 

 During the spring and fall equinox, the shadow on the pyramid looks like 
a snake slithering down! 

🔺 Temple I (Temple of the Great Jaguar) – Tikal (Guatemala) 

 A steep pyramid with a king’s tomb inside. 
 Tikal was one of the biggest Maya cities! 

🔺 Temple of the Inscriptions – Palenque (Mexico) 

 This temple holds the tomb of King Pakal the Great. 
 It has mysterious carvings that some people think look like a spaceship! 

🚀 

🔺 Copán’s Hieroglyphic Stairway (Honduras) 

 A massive staircase with over 2,000 glyphs, telling Maya history. 
 The longest Maya hieroglyphic text ever found! 

These temples were sacred places where Maya priests performed 
ceremonies, sacrifices, and prayers to keep the gods happy. 

 



Maya Palaces 

Maya rulers lived in huge palaces decorated with art, courtyards, and 
meeting rooms. These were also used for government meetings and royal 
events. 

🏰 The Palace of the Governor – Uxmal (Mexico) 

 A giant palace with over 20,000 carved stones! 
 It was built to align perfectly with Venus, the bright planet in the sky. 

🏰 The Royal Palace – Palenque (Mexico) 

 Home of King Pakal and his family. 
 It has a tower used for watching the stars! 

🏰 Nunnery Quadrangle – Uxmal (Mexico) 

 A palace with four buildings around a courtyard. 
 Named "Nunnery" by the Spanish, but it was really for royalty and 

priests. 

Maya palaces showed how rich and powerful rulers were, with beautiful 
carvings, mosaics, and statues. 

Maya Monuments and Carvings 

The Maya loved to carve their history into stone. They created stelae (large 
stone pillars), murals, and statues to tell stories of kings and gods. 

Stelae of Tikal 

 Tall stone pillars with pictures and writings about Maya kings and 
battles. 

 Some are over 30 feet tall! 

Copán’s Altar Q 

 A square stone showing 16 Maya kings sitting together. 
 It tells the history of Copán’s rulers. 

Bonampak Murals 

 Colorful paintings inside a temple. 
 Show scenes of warriors, nobles, and celebrations. 

These monuments helped Maya rulers record history and show their power! 



Famous Maya Cities 

The Maya built huge cities filled with temples, ball courts, palaces, and 
plazas. 

🏙 Tikal (Guatemala) 

 One of the largest and most powerful Maya cities. 
 Had over 3,000 buildings and a massive population of 100,000+ 

people. 

🏙 Chichén Itzá (Mexico) 

 A major city with the Temple of Kukulkan. 
 Had a giant ball court and a sacred cenote (water hole) for sacrifices. 

🏙 Palenque (Mexico) 

 Known for its beautiful palaces and temples. 
 Ruled by the famous King Pakal. 

🏙 Copán (Honduras) 

 Famous for its hieroglyphic staircase and statues of kings. 
 A center for learning, art, and astronomy. 

🏙 Uxmal (Mexico) 

 Had the Pyramid of the Magician, which is different because it’s 
rounded! 

 Known for its beautiful carvings of gods and animals. 

Each city had a king (Ajaw), priests, warriors, farmers, and traders. The cities 
were connected by sacbé (white stone roads). 

Fun Facts About Maya Buildings 

🔹 The Maya did NOT use metal tools, wheels, or horses, yet they built giant 

pyramids! 

🔹 Many Maya buildings were designed to align with the stars. 

🔹 Some pyramids had hidden tunnels and secret tombs inside. 

🔹 The Maya built ball courts in every big city for Pok-A-Tok, their sacred ball 

game. 

Maya cities were advanced, beautiful, and full of history. Many of their 
buildings still stand today! 



How the Maya Built Their Amazing Cities 

The Maya civilization built giant pyramids, temples, palaces, and roads—all 
without metal tools, wheels, or large animals like horses or oxen. Their cities 
were designed using advanced math, astronomy, and engineering skills. 
Let’s explore how they did it! 

 How Did the Maya Build Their Cities? 

🔹 Limestone – The main building material, cut from local quarries. 

🔹 Stucco (Plaster) – Made from crushed limestone and water to smooth 

walls. 

🔹 Wood & Thatched Roofs – Used for houses and small structures. 

🔹 Hand Tools – They used stone, bone, and wooden tools instead of metal. 

Maya builders used a special technique: 
1. They dug up limestone and carved it into blocks. 
2. They used stucco to stick the blocks together like cement. 
3. They built ramps out of dirt to lift stones higher as they built pyramids. 
4. They painted buildings in bright colors like red, blue, and yellow. 

Maya Roads (Sacbé) 

The Maya built straight, elevated roads called sacbé (meaning “white 
road”). These roads connected cities and temples. 

✔ Made of limestone and covered with white plaster, so they reflected 

moonlight at night. 

✔ Some roads were over 60 miles (100 km) long! 

✔ Used for trading, religious ceremonies, and armies. 

Maya Pyramids and Temples 

Maya pyramids were not just tombs—they were holy places for priests and 
kings. 

How They Built Pyramids 

Step 1 – Built a small pyramid first. 
Step 2 – Over time, they added more layers on top, making it bigger. 
Step 3 – Covered it with stucco and carvings. 
Step 4 – Built temples on top for ceremonies. 

Maya pyramids were often built over older pyramids, creating hidden rooms 
and tunnels inside! 



How Maya Palaces Were Built 

 Palaces were made for kings, queens, and nobles. 
 They had large rooms, courtyards, and even steam baths! 
 Walls were covered in carvings and paintings of Maya rulers. 

Some palaces, like Palenque’s Royal Palace, had towers, possibly for 
watching the stars. 

How Maya Ball Courts Were Built 

Maya cities had huge ball courts for their sacred game, Pok-A-Tok. 

Ball courts had high stone walls with rings for the ball. 
Some courts had special acoustics, so sounds echoed loudly! 
Some games were linked to sacrifices, and losers might be offered to the 
gods. 

One of the biggest Maya ball courts is at Chichén Itzá, measuring 554 feet 
(168 meters) long! 

Maya Astronomy and Building Design 

The Maya were expert astronomers and built temples that aligned with the 
sun, moon, and planets. 

🌞 Chichén Itzá’s Temple of Kukulkan 

 During the spring and fall equinox, a serpent-shaped shadow moves 
down the pyramid’s steps! 

🌙 Caracol Observatory (Chichén Itzá) 

 A round building used to track Venus and the stars. 
 Openings in the walls align perfectly with celestial events. 

The Maya even built temples and pyramids to predict eclipses and seasons! 

Fun Facts About Maya Building Skills 

✔ The Maya used no metal tools—only stone, wood, and obsidian! 

✔ They recycled buildings by adding new layers instead of tearing them down. 

✔ Many temples and pyramids still stand today, even after 1,000+ years! 

✔ Some Maya temples had secret tunnels and hidden rooms inside. 

The Maya were amazing engineers, creating structures that have survived for 
centuries! 


